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$.5% /////Next éy/ing (Feb. 6 ) we arose at day=-break, had fome coffee
\\ \, and got away at aun-rise. As we approached Ka hlau,I feft ex-

i QQMely anzions for I waa-revu to know whetH:;w; had been jus=
tified in takKing the steps Ikad dope, or whether the whole
edpedition was tqbe & miserable fiasco.

We reached the site of the yggjq@,tpwn,at 7,30 a.myand
I was at once conducted to a rectzggular mass of huge blocks
i 15 Z_ ~of granite much weathered ¥ $lackened ( See Geolog Spec.Nr.15 e).
G ] Oﬁly ﬁ_o :ggwere left intact and 1ﬁ.poa. these were engraved some
of the finest inscriptions whiéh et has yet been my good fortu=-
-neke see It 1s needlees to go into particulars here, as the
Acadewny are already in possosngE of fall details cowcerning
g them{{nfyff.'”“‘«t~f*

J 4#3;2;§gg?that a considerable fragment had been €roken
fiom the centre of one of the g%i%reﬂt cut inscriptions, and
from the look of the stonefgidentﬁ& freshly done. I made enqui-
ries_gz;azobody?qeemed to knyow anything about it unti€ one of
the Seyld agﬁiéf came up awd of fered the missing fragmeﬁt

#| or most of it for Dofs 100/ . He was a young man of stith war;o
| and bestiaf featurea thnz at first I took hemi for a rawi'autat

1 was told of his soua% status, He stated that he had found the

M ¥
S.53 stone some mouth#ago but ﬁhuiokly refuted his statement by ate=

M‘t"’.“‘ att Q:b:zva ¢
jgeteﬁxrfa—fﬁs)eronbn chips of stone whudh were lying at the

foot of the inscription on tho 7urfaoe of the 399d J sked hineto-
+ explaine how 1t was that there chifs had Aot been buried under
the saud durﬂng the time te@ spoife of, He sullfed and repoated his
demawd fér Dofs 100/- Just then the “Amir rode up froﬁ qulan
| C %o watgh our operations, y@f&fkd the casefto him pointing
out that thie covetous N;ndalkhad doupi;:;'to fessen the value

of his inscriptions than I should by copywhg them, ford
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. his tale was palpably false aud it was co?clusive@y Proved

thdk he had been there v n'cgh{ kgo with a mattock and had
deliberately hacked the piece out. The )iarts of the toof were
plainfy tb be seen on the $es of he steih vhish fortunately
was extremely hard and had resisted higefforts in other places.

The‘lmir gave the culprit a severe reprimaud, but even he
could not fbrce himbto give up the stone without m:-.rring a
guaerel Wwith the Seylan ashrhf. 5

I/[rei’used evew t0 ool at the fragment , sayung it was ute
terly useless ( Arab‘ﬁhctios) ahd my attitude waafﬁﬁfﬁﬁfg by the
casBkir. Then the seriaua~w;§:of the day beg&?. Thd.ipaorip-
tions which were abo /fo Bround were souw, oérgi;&: anzlntho in-

iBung: Ml &) =(E)9

soriptionC%as ?hoto%taphed at a suitable moment when the sun was
shining ae;gé;)it thro%ting the undersocut pbrtions of th%ﬁet-
ters iwmfo A‘ﬁﬁm sbad o

The finest _insoriptions however were buried under the sand
and theh followed a tre)fendous spell of work as we % in
frautic haste with our hauds to uncovvr them. We were wbrking
agqyﬁet timc fér we feared that at any moment the usua&l
diuryal n\idhw would burst upou usy but our Kuck was pheno=
mendl for tho day was calm aud &lear througho}t.

Tools fir digging were unobtainable f}r natgrflly Zmzzfrow
bladed native mattock was no use in that loose saﬁd of wumse the
whole of the work hq,d to be dowe by the ‘asilér apd myself.

cowlds
We wuld not hawe asl}ed any of the chiefs B@ have joined us &t

would have beenm dig. Our finger-nails ¥ fingers were souw

R

considerably cut and lacerated fér the samd was full of siarp
fragments of the rock ¥%flint, and moa'?(:f these cuts came on
the most painfu@ spot ie. the quick of the nail, and were

aggravaf'ed by having samd force 1n’t’o them., However we f&ét no
1noonvm)2éoe at the time fOr we were filletlwith the same {
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enthuaiasm‘ that men must experience when they dig fidr gold.

P A p.m. we had finished all this blook with one
excep’cion and were ready to mbre on to the obelisk where /(/,:

/

PR
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two raya (sent far by the 'Amir) were woriing deeperaﬁly, GO

e/

(uth\ their hawds smd a small palmetto busket) to excavate

'\

I
u,u ¢

the colummw
While they were thus usefully employed we syatched a few
minutes to wash our ha;c;s ayd eat aome food.%&funately
there wus plewty of water handy Aty the skins we had brought
fOr we had been drinKing most copioMsly all morning.(not-at
afl a wise thihg to do by the way ).
e While at our hasty mealwthoﬁya{i%;l came up aqgd agabv
.t.uodjto sell the fragment of stoma, We kad seen him coping
i fég and }ad soon decided on a plan of actu‘} To all his offers
¢ T i, f%’;r_méf $0 sell we replied by a run%‘z{ng fire of oaff, one gentus adyoe
oo AP sing €ivv %o send 11: doﬁr& by the fimt steamer to Aden,
¥ §¢ where he WAdd# would Fdoubtless get its welght in ailverfor it
: * He then asked &k what «y‘ould give him for it, and again assu=~
y fal ‘ rod him that Idid not reguire i¥, but one of the 'asakir in a

n

~ spirit of badinage offered him a gheet of our,k squeegee paper.

,{,\

To my surprise he did not ro&'ut the proposal altogether but
asked for twenty sheets, Personally I/would have closed with?
‘ t'ﬁia offer as we had plenty of paper, but my head "askari begged
’ ‘me in priwate not to do so as he wanted to teach the man & leddow,,
J g J/qgreed and ow our Leturwy to woyk a most amuaﬁng farce begaw,
L .. IY appears that this would-be f-speoulator ¥ad already been
| deeply impressed by the ardent care which we bestowed om our
leather case of paper. This attention was now redoubled ayd the

S effect was ;not  1pat, upon pur | icj&fw‘@
1 T« ey nlm '}Bpr(h 'mcvﬁ = —ZJ

v S %J(' One inscription was still left to copy at the rectawgular
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tion itself was almost entirely banazhe the aurface of the

saud and worse than all a gigantic boulder lay right acrotiﬁts
face. So huge was this wass of rock that J at first fhared 1t was
part of a metamorphi€ out-crop, protruding through the sand.
Thia however, du,exuminativn proved not to be the case, ¢t hat
e!tdently fallen frog the main blogk, and qthethigns having !
been ‘dressed by humau hawds. / Veetien el 15 < )/ ﬁ'fj
The thrm Ahl Faria and t\he Hambmé Cakil (a tall pawerful
man) came to our assistance and under the united efforts of
eight men the boulder was slowly rolled over in its bed unti¥
we had almoat got it on its edge. At this point it 1&nﬁﬁ&uxiﬁ&fu4x/
to budge any further (a small rock underneaiﬂ,waa bearing
agahist its outer edge ) ayd for one awful moment it seemed that
it would ocome back upow, us, for our strength had been taxed to
the utmost to get i} in tha¥ position., Portunately the Ham&mi;*
anwl myself, who were both much taller tha?zthe others managqf
to plant our-#ii on the face of the inscription and were thus
able to exercise very great fo;pe. After a brief but desperate
effprt the boulder tottered foiward, ond fell over oute its fage,
thé“%gil aud myself sprawling acroes it. One of the “as8kir
raised a general lmggh by rewarking reflectively ,Wkat gan
(genii ) assisted the Merzuki to remove this stone when he
di copied these inscriptions, and why did he trouble to replace
i 1

In point of fact #’ in a position to ,tate that_at all

'“evehps those inscriptions whick were 6elaﬂ'the surface of the

s
saud {<§1héding of course the obelisk ) have certalnly not been

unOOVﬂred by any one fbr a very great lennth o? time. The samd

itself, as we got belaw the gpurface was firmly ¢ etx>light1y

damp, and had a peculiar mouldy smell about it, which it never
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1% have had, 1Y it hatl been recenl disturbed.

After this inscription had been copied ( 1.e.aw impression

tadﬁbn with aqueegﬂtfpppdr ), We made a searching investega~
timw all rou nd the main blook tc see if there were any further

traces of inactiptions, At the f@et of every 1nacriptioqrwe

dug dogwe to a considerable depth to see of any more ;6currod.
J will not go so far as to state that there may not bewmore in-
sordéptions further down below the #and, for J have no idea

how deep this massivg)pile é::idown, but they were certainly out

of reach of the appljancoa aud lsbour at our disposal, At thise

P

?unkture the fragment of inscription was again offered us fir
AL

aale-prin&six sheets of paper., As its luckless owner haﬁ been

A7

Waitm%}in the sun f; about 6 hours (there i3 no shade at
Rshldm ) § thought Fe had been sufficientﬂ} punished for his orime
and told the head ‘skari to close the bargau&. He did not do so
howerver unt;i he*ﬁad beafen down the price to 4 sheets of paper
when thoA;gaaing fragfzpt became the %;oparty of the expeditionf

Of gourse our oo#duct in this mﬁiﬁér was, ethically spea-
nag,f@r ensible but it must be boge in mind that we had
never actually told our victim that the paper was of any €omer-
cial value, but had merely used his own habituaﬂ shrewdwness,
a8 a weapow against himself, Personally Q thuidC he deserved the
punishment he got, for wilfully defacing & monument of the past
fdr such unwerthy motives, but that is onfy from my podnt of
view, he probably looKed on the affast in a different 1ight when
he %?ed to re2lize his paper or bettatstiﬁﬁ,attemptet&zf%ﬁto on
it. ) g

6n reaching the obelisk whicgfia about 300 metres dis-

tant from the other inscriptions we found that the 5385 had
collapbed owing to the heat, so we sent them off to 39'5 some

food while two of us got downigiko the shaft theﬂhad #xcavated
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~ rdund the obelisk aud resumed their work.
F c

,ﬁwif Legible charayter commenced about [ 1 metre from the top
e -

of the monument, vig;all that portion which had been exposed
to the weather had been.gﬁﬁxiﬁﬁﬁﬁ"- probably by sang'- attritian
After excavating to a depth of 3 mstrea we came %o the end
;fqof the inscribed portion, and after digging dower <for some
7 distance all round the obolkiF t0 make reasongly sure that there
was nothing within our roac# further down, we be%:n to take
impressions, a task muck impioded by the sand w;ioh at-#worr /
movement , came streaming back again into the pit we ﬁad dug. ,/”L‘
uf;{;* We y%d exposed a_f&izo over 3 mdtres of the cbelisk
which proved to be & neatly heww shaft of intenssly hard
granite (See Geolog.Spec.Nr,15 f) Lo dhvans i being as foféows
Nethern face 41.3 centimcftres across
Southern do 31,7 + e
EastemmaWeat ern d;yg4.6 centimdtres across each
“The apex of the shaft was %ﬁf:ught to a four - sided pyramid
(if f may use such aqv;xpreaaion } thus ﬁg1
The eastern face was ut¥erly illegibley and would
+either yield aw impression @L show any out-kine which could be
33§%ssfully photographied. Q

The weather sti€f continued Hear so ¥ tool the op=

{ ' i
‘g ' portunity to make a brief survey of the surrounding oé@itry and
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also a prismatic compass field s}et?h of the site of Kahlau,
which J here append. The fier?c heat had fong onte dgﬂen

" away the rest of our party to the shelter of a deserted husn on

[———

;@wﬁthe near bank of the wadi about 400 metres south of the obellsk
80 my observations were unmoleétéd. In this vicinity (L~Q betwnun,
the obelisk and the main block of inscriptions, the f#maticn ~74L/

\”oT“tho ground consists of a seried &f smalk sand hills dotted

here and there with stunted rakK bushes. This evidentdy in-

asft e
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dygies the enoroanhm;;t of the great saqg- dune system which
lies to the north & N W towards Harib, ;r the uasterﬁ?ZQuthomh
portions of Kahl . which border on the wadi show hafdly a
vestige of samd, but ar% covered sz’the most part by dEbria of
b?uilding materwal aud &Afterwarda heard from rsWable souf;;s
that one wiflage after another bad been built here by the

mediaseval Arabs and eveq by & more geoeu@ generation with

~$Q*? material taken from ancient Kahlan. x have haainpweppgyunijx

ar—

of obtaming any defingite idea of the actua€ extent of the
7 epdd ¥
buried town but from what J #udd see it must have covered a

|\ considerable area, and native report aseribes to it great

| wealth and importance. Now the scle denizens of its barren

site are lizards of remarKably repulsive aapeé} (&pparcntﬂ’,
Mastighres ) and a few sawl- grouse. .

On returning to the obelisk ijfound the “Amir had returned
and was regarding ogﬁrationa with intereat.

He asked me if Y had got to the foot ¢f the obellsk, J
replied thut to do that J would require about a mé;%;'a tinme
and aw sanmple supply of labour, as the man who accomplished
that task might at the same time excavate the town. He par--
ticularly wanted to know whether the inscriptions had led’ me
to bslieve that there was any gold at foot of the cbelisk,
as tradition stated that there was. ? replied that if he would
supply me with the labour req:iaite to %fcavate the whole obelisk
J would pake him a present of any gold ¥ might chance to
fiwyd. He was however evidently not of a apeoulatlve uarn for
he laughingly ehook his head and suggedEed thaty\,z" should
return by and by with a sttoqg-party}’exoavata the town, He
seenmbd to be perfectly willing fér this to be done,
providing his own interssts were conaiderad, but it 1s impoasible

to say what this would really mean. .
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We finished the obelisk at 4 p» m, and made towards the husn

ATV -
os E———_____

where the rest of the party were awaﬁfiﬁg our arrival.
The ground over which we passed was much encumbered by
S W

debris of—ﬂ?ﬁpding material, the rem*ant -80 the ‘lmir said =

of fo;QQr Arab villages, and iw some places deep gullies

had been fowmed by water erdsion - +these all leading into

the main wadi, peewikbd
An. immende quantity of ;)aked red- clay fragment decwrieds
at*;everal spote, and these, J was infouned were the remains

,
of Hamyarita drinking vessels, pitchers eto. ,J have heard

the same explanation ggen of a simifar rhentmenon in varions
paets of the “Abdali coun®ry near Aden. J do not think this
supposition can be correct, so far as drinking vessels are
concgerned, fér in that case many of the fragments would neces=-
sarily present a very marked convex aud concave surface,
which is no¥ the case (See Geolog,spec No.158 )

Tiadition,however,ascribes these fragments of pottery
towzgp Hamyarites and not to any subsequent race of Arabas.

At one spot we saw a number of peculiarly shaped
mounds of baked yellow~clay which occurred at witie and irregu-
lar intervals for some distance. It was impossible to féngagr-
definite conjecture as to their origiral shape as in every case
large portions had crumbled away but local tradition declarea
thes) to have bg?n 31ack- smith forges useq&kz the Hamyarites. In
this locality f noticed a quantity of syall fragmenks of
flint littered about (See geomg. sped.No ) amd here A
there :)X found somcqourioualy -fmarked stones (invariably of
small size ) which X took to be Serpentine (See Geolog- Spec.
Nr. 18 ¢ ) On reaching the hugn { fmon as H,Tawekah )

we made a short halt to drink"dg?fge whicf had been prepared
uh g % P
far*n, and dur?ing the tnterval { was enabled to completq4;6( vy
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my survey and also examinf the Geological foqnation of Ka}lan.

wW
( H Tawekah is o? a level (or slightly above ) the site
}of Ka@lan whick slopes very gradually upwards towards the wadi.

( The Jusn itself stawis owthe edge of a bluff about 30 mitres

(;/i> \above W, Bﬁhﬁn and thus fiime the highest point of the Kahlan

platnau*;hioh in edther direetion, towards ese Seylan or

ed— Durb gradually slopes deuﬂawasd-to a level witéithe surroun=-
ding cotntry.

; There ;s no correpomding ridge on the other side of the
wadi whstfe would be the case if it had cut its way thepugh
the plateau, but in this direction the country extends in a
broad open plain’dotted bere X thergwith villages, isolated
Quqﬁn and palm-groves. The geologic&l section exposed at this

bluff is composed ‘ﬁt&rely of marl cowglomerate, th ebbles in

tHis mass being of large size, well rounded and obfn'w.&z/‘

/4}%,/ metam*phio.

-
e

Small comical hillocks of similar formation re&ching from
this point some distance acrose the wadi denote where an out—

lying spur of this plateau ﬁaa been subjected to fluvial

e?rosion. Q here append a rough field- s§§tch of the site of

Kahlan, ft must however be observed that ﬁbafea not attempt to

measure & base which would at once have been remarked from the
W

husn where the ashraf were avalting us awyd fould have probably

led t0 complications.
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obtain some record of the small inscription in the wall of the |

-

1 [ AL

At 8 p.m,we started towards ggzién_where theé?sakir awd myself

e

had”égd&? to change quarters, this time beinp’ housed by a rawi

in the aautherq part of the town.

Tg"@W’WMC'&{Jlﬁ'ﬁla‘(\rxos;v finﬁshed)all arrangementswere made far
aw early departure the following m%?ing. /

Two more tasks however were still left to%o;'One was Lo

}

3 }
sherif's huin and the other - to examine the insoribed capita€
of a Hamyaritic pillar said to be in possession of a neigh-
bouring rawd. Ao #
w {

As regards the fowjer, the owner of the husn f&atly re-

" s
T S S

fused'f#&et us tale an,impre33103 or even examine the inscription
from superﬁiitiog;jmotives, 80 X determined to taKb & swuap=-shot
at it with the camera as we passed on our way out. It?seemad
antalmoat'&ppelosa,chanco a8 J kwew by expbrience that side

of the husn would be in shadow all mgylng)but fortunately the
stone itself was almost white, and the character being ddply

cut would appear blaok.l We openad negotiations with the rawi
who eWhed the insoribed ocapital and by mid- night had beaten
famy down to ﬁ%ls 5 to sllow ;gjto take aw impression of

the inscription. #Ggid not mention photography to hiim i@r fear
of arousing suspicion when { photigraphed the dthen inscrip-
tion and as it afterwatds proved this was & ‘nise precantion,
Next mo*ing (Tbb.?ga ) we were all astir airday-‘break lggding
up our camels and Wh%P the aun had risen high enough 1o give

a practicable light,& took my camera and went off with an

Askari to examine the capital & 1if poasible photograph X tae

an impression, Aq unexpected hiteh however occured.
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It appears that our rawi had a ¥rother who was joink-

owner of the stone and he appeared upovbthe scene, candelled his
4
brother 's bargain and insisted on rece?ing Dols 100 before he
(4
would let us take an impressionq. A look of mutual pnderataydiag

passed between myself and the ‘askari ($£1ep bu €Abdullah ), a most
4/

intelligent man, who had somae idea of the capabilitges of the

camera, e

We asked fo have the ocapbtal brought ont into the 1ight /4«

A it e AR SAAGAIE O e imaae

where we ¢é:qgld obtain a hetter view of it This was done and

aaloh then entered nnfo a spirited disedssion with the two
o€
raya concerning the prigg thﬁg,had demanded. %#ook no part in

the argument ,but under preteﬁe of dusting the camera had placed
: Oair
it own the, ground an%bgot it focussed upon the stone. 4wing to the
r2 coul

»wall beh¢nd me Iwddd not obtain a distance of quite 2 ndtres

S +
I which is{the shorpo#t distance tp which, the camera can be foous-

sed, but as the light was good § determined to chance it, and

&
made Hnew exposures of about 10 ae?s duration with a very

small stopp. A/
¢ : ‘ ‘f
The #awi was cbdurate, so after Ylittle further}ﬁﬁgg ing

WMy
to mamtaln the deception we départed expressing wellg* simulated X
/ \

disappointment and rejoined ou#party who were just starting.
Sﬁiatunately the ‘Anir and ashraf were some distance ahead

with the Ahl S%rid and a® we passed the last inscription, J was
L

able to pbtain two exposures unmolested., Th§7both had to be {3

LV

Condd.
instant anefus a8 there was nothing on which J wuld rest the
camera)but in spite of the light, the mesult proved to be

» falrly satisfactory,
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